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IN MEMORIAM. 


Jerem1An Corpurn, A. M., for twenty-one years, from 1870 to 1891, one 
of the ‘‘Committee of Publication” of this Journal, was born in Boston, 
Massachusetts, January 12, 1815, and died in this city, December 30, 1891. 
His father, Calvin Colburn, was a native of Leominster, Mass., and his 
mother, whose maiden name was Caroline Sibyl Lakin, was born at Groton, 
May 30, 1785. ‘They were married at Groton, April 20, 1800. His paternal 
grandfather, Nathan Colburn, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. 

Mr. Colburn received his education in the public schools of Boston. 
His first attendance at a primary school was when he was five years old. At 
one time he attended the Mayhew Grammar School. When a youth he 
entered as a clerk the hat store of Mr. Seth J. Thomas, whom he succeeded 
in 1840: He carried on this business at No. 60 Washington Street, until the 
year 1852. On the 8th of March in that year, he was appointed by President 
Franklin Pierce, United States Appraiser in the Custom House for the Port 
of Boston. He retired from this office in June, 1860, and since then has 
spent his time chiefly in literary and antiquarian pursuits. 

At the age of fifteen he began to form a collection of coins. Subse- 
quently, without abandoning his former pursuit, he turned his attention to 
minerals and shells, and lastly to books, autographs, manuscripts, portraits 
and other engravings relating to America, including Colonial and Continental 
money, supplemented by the early and recent issues of paper tokens from 
one penny upwards. His collection of medals and coins contained some of 
the finest and rarest of early American issues, (most of which he disposed 
of in 1863), as well as coins and medals of more ancient date. He had 
also a very valuable collection of books and pamphlets relating to American 
history, and of autographs and prints. 

On the 4th of November, 1857, he was elected a member of the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society. From 1862 to 1889, he was a 
member of the Board of Directors. He also served at various times on the 
Committees on Finance, the Library, and Publication, having been Chairman 
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of the former two. He was one of the founders of the Prince Society, organ- 
ized in 1858, of which Samuel G. Drake, A. M., was President. Mr. Colburn 
was chosen one of the three Vice Presidents. In 1863, he resigned this office 
and was elected Treasurer, which position he relinquished in 1873 after ten 
years’ service. 

He was one of the founders and original members of the Boston Numis- 
matic Society, formed in 1860, of which Winslow Lewis, M. D., was the first 
President. In 1865, Dr. Lewis resigned, and Mr. Colburn was chosen Presi- 
dent, which office he held over a quarter of a century till his death. In July, 
1870, some members of the Society assumed the publication of the American 
Journal of Numismatics, and Mr. Colburn became one of its editors. He 
continued as the business manager and one of the editorial committee till 
April, 1891. 

Mr. Colburn was one of the founders of the Boston Antiquarian Club, 
formed in 1879 to promote the study of the history of Boston. This Club 
was later changed into the Bostonian Society, incorporated December 2, 
1881, into whose custody the city of Boston has entrusted the Old State 
House. He was either a Corresponding or Honorary Member of the follow- 
ing State Historical Societies, and probably of others: Virginia, New Hamp- 
shire, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania. He was elected an Honorary Member 
of the American Numismatic and Archaeological Society, of New York, Dec. 
23, 1867. In 1869 Williams College conferred upon him the honorary 
degree of Master of Arts. 

He began in the Mew England Historical and Genealogical Register for 
January, 1867, the publication of a series of articles entitled “ Bibliography of 
the Local History of Massachusetts,” which was completed in April, 1871, 
and reprinted that year with the same title, in a royal octavo volume of 
119 pages. Besides these articles Mr. Colburn contributed valuable papers 
to the Register, to the Historical Magazine and to other periodicals. 

He married, April 30, 1846, Miss Eliza Ann Blackman, daughter of Mr. 
John Blackman of Dorchester, Mass., who survives. Their only child died in 
infancy. Mr. Colburn was a man of strong attachments and always loyal to 
his friends. He was much consulted by persons in search of facts relating to 
family or local history and other antiquarian subjects, and at all times his 
services were readily and cheerfully given. His charming manners and 
agreeable ways will long be remembered, and his loss will be felt in many 
circles. In his death a gentleman of the old school passes away. 


J. W. D. 





A NEW USE FOR COINS. 


Ir a man who is pretending to be deaf is approached from behind while standing 
on a stone floor or sidewalk, and a coin is dropped so as to ring, he will invariably turn 
sharply around with a view to picking it up. This simple device is frequently resorted 
to in countries where conscription is the rule, and where deafness or any other in- 
firmity relieves a man from army service. I saw it tried in Paris on six alleged deaf 
youths in succession, and much to the examining physician’s amusement it succeeded 
in exposing the sham every time.—S¢. Louis Globe Democrat. 
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MEDALLIC MEMORIALS OF THE GREAT COMETS, 
AND THE POPULAR SUPERSTITIONS CONNECTED WITH THEIR APPEARANCE. 










BY DAVID L. WALTER. 
(Continued from Vol. XXV, p. 97.] 


THE COMET OF 1744. 
CHESEAUX COMET. 


Tuis great Comet, discovered by Klinkenberg at Harlem, December 9, 
743, surpassed in brilliancy stars of the first magnitude. On January 9 
ee the head or nucleus of the Comet was equal to a star of the oaaad 
magnitude. In February it was brighter than Sirius, and during the last 
days of February and the beginning of March, it became so bright that it 

could be seen by daylight, in the presence of the sun. 

Arago says, that Heinsius, who observed this Comet at St. Petersburg, 
saw nothing extraordinary about it on January 5th, but on the 25th he discov- 
ered a luminous aigrette in the form of a triangle, the apex of which was at 
the nucleus, while the opening was toward the sun; the lateral edges of the 
aigrette were curved, as if driven in from the outside by the action of the sun. 
On February 2, these edges, still more curved, formed the two sides of the 
commencement of a tail, which became more distinct on the following day. 

According to Cheseaux, who observed it at Lausanne, and after whom 
the Comet is named by astronomers, it had six tails (see engraving, Guille- 
min 211). On March 8, according to the same authority, these tails were 
most noticeable. The six divergent branches of the tail proceeded from the 
nucleus in luminous curves, the outer radii of which included an angle of 
about 60°, the lowest being toward the concave portion. Cheseaux saw the 
Comet rise before the sun, and its large fan-like tail appeared above the 
horizon before the nucleus was visible. I know of but one medal on this 
Comet, which was probably struck at Breslau, or some Silesian city, although 
described also by Gaedechens, who does not however claim it as a Hamburg 
medal. 

























Obverse. ‘The Comet in a starry sky, travelling due south (on coin) with its tail 
split into many branches (as described). A flat wintry landscape with three leafless 
trees. Exergue, 1744. 

Reverse. Inscription in six lines WER HAT | DES. | HERRN | SINN | ERKANNT. | 
kOM XI-34 (Who hath known the mind of the Lord. Romans xi: 34.) Silver. 21 mm. 
14 A. S. 

Our plate V, No. 2, from specimens in my collection.' Compare engraving in 
Gaedechens II, 28, sub anno. I am informed it also occurs in go/d as a ducat. 

There are quite a number of small stars on these medals which appear to differ 
in almost every specimen; I suppose the die has been touched up, and used at different 
times, as other trifling varieties occur in the rim, etc. I have had several of these 
medals at different times, and own two at the time of writing. I consider them (in 
silver) the least rare of all the medals described in this treatise. 


THE COMETS OF THE REVOLUTION, 1848-49. 


I have lately acquired a very curious medal, struck in memory of the 
events of those stormy years, and of the Comets (not notable ones) seen that 
year. The events of 1848-1849 which set all Europe in a turmoil, the rising 












age 






1 This plate will appear in the next number. 
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of the peoples and the temporary downfall of the rulers, are too recent to 
need recapitulation here. The medal we describe seems to recall all of them. 


Obverse. A wonderful piece of engraving; at first sight it seems to be only a 
confused mass of figures; when the eye becomes more accustomed to it, it is seen to 
represent. First, An angel and a devil in combat (in upper left side) ; to the right, a 
figure of a soldier with high cap; an Austrian is about to cut down a Hungarian; to 
the left again the Pope, tiara-crowned, is seen with the cross behind his back ina 
beseeching attitude before a soldier with spiked helmet, while a wild anarchistic bare 
head is seen between them; then to the right again, a figure of a soldier bayonets 
another in the back, as the latter falls; between them a face, and on the lower part of 
the coin five prostrate figures, including a priest, a parson, and a king or two, from 
whose heads the crowns have fallen, are being trampled on by the crowd above. Rim 
of several lines. No inscription or legend. 

Reverse. The polished inner field covered with immense Comets, of which some 
are seen wholly and some only partially; altogether fifteen Comets, including two of 
which only part of their tails are visible. Legend, on a raised outer circle, on either 
side of legend a thunderbolt and lightning, MpcCCXXXvIII MDCCCXLIX. White metal. 
26 A. S. 

Our plate V, No. 3. 

This curious medal, which was brought to me from England, is nowhere des- 
cribed to my knowledge ; it looks to me as if it might be of English workmanship, 
and the Roman numerals tend to confirm that impression. I have never seen a speci- 
men other than the one in my collection. 


MODERN COMETS 


The discoveries of Comets by modern astronomers, aided in their re- 


searches by instruments and appliances unknown to the ancients, have been 
so numerous that Comets have ceased to be objects of wonder or superstition, 
simply because they have ceased to be considered as appearing at great inter- 
vals only. When no Comets were known except those which were visible to 
the naked eye, the people had of course no conception of the number of 
these heavenly bodies really existing: hence their fear of such phenomena 
and the popular superstitions attendant thereon. 

With the idea of their being regular celestial bodies, whose movements 
could with some certainty be calculated, came naturally a disbelief of their 
being special tokens of divine displeasure, or signals or forerunners of direful 
events to come. We have thus seen how the superstitions as to these 
celestial bodies may in a measure be said to symbolize and typify the condi- 
tion of the popular mind, at various epochs. The graceful fancy of the 
ancients saw in the Comet the deified soul of the hero or demi-god, shining 
in the heaven to which god or goddess had translated it; or a warning sent 
not in anger or wrath, but as a timely harbinger to an Augustus or a Caesar 
of his approaching death. ‘ Truly,” said Vespasian, when informed by a 
courtier that a Comet had appeared to denote his approaching demise, ‘‘ you 
must be mistaken ; this hairy star has nothing to do with me: it must be for 
the Parthian king, for he is hairy, but I am bald.” 

The Church, or rather the Churches, which for ages filled men’s minds 
and souls with nought but gloomy superstition, persecution for religion’s 
sake, slaughter, burning, and torture of unoffending creatures for the greater 
glory of God, which made of the Almighty Father a gloomy and blood-loving 
persecutor and revenger, changed all this: The Comet was the rod of God, 
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to smite the world; the sword of blood, pointing to the earth; the sign of 
pestilence, famine, earthquake, ruin and war. The well known prayer, ‘ God 
save us from the devil, the Turk, and the Comet,” shows the spirit of those 
ages of childish ignorance and fiendish cruelty, of auto da fes and an impris- 
oned Galileo. In vain might scientists even then assert that Comets were 
simply natural objects. While a Newton was watching and calculating, a 
Kats could write about ‘‘ The Celestial Trumpet of the Comet,” at the request 
of the States-General of Holland. In vain was it for Mazarin, when told 
that the Comet predicted his approaching end, to say with his mocking 
Italian sarcasm, ‘that the Comet did him too much honor!” In vain did 
men like Voltaire, like Bayle, astronomers like Kepler and Copernicus, write 
scientific or learned treatises: the Churches wanted their terrible warnings, 
and their miracles, and so in the minds of men permeated with the distorted 
religious tenets of the time, the Comet remained the terrible sign of impend- 
ing divine chastisement. The infallible Pope alone issued his Bull against 
the Comet, which the Comet did not appear to notice.' 

Then followed the scare which might be called the scientific one, that a 
Comet might strike the earth and destroy it. Even in 1816 there was such a 
scare, which produced a letter in the Yournal des Debats, in which Hoffman 
predicts such a ‘‘smash-up” in three or four thousand years.’ 

The decay of the priestly grasp on men’s souls and minds, and the rising 
of the class who seek truth by investigation instead of blind faith or dogma, 
is seen by the disposition to use the Comet as a favorable omen when it 
suited the occasion. Even this passed away, and what a fall from the terrible 
rod of divine vengeance ; — in 1816 the last survival of popular theories was 
shown by some Rip Van Winkle of the period, who gravely writes to Zhe 
Gentleman's Magazine, ‘that through the influence of the Comet of 1811 
the winter following was mild, the spring wet, the summer cool, very few 
wasps appeared, the flies became blind (!) and disappeared | Compare 
Comet 1665]: a number of females produced twins, while a shoemaker's wife 
had four at a birth!” 

The funniest thing about it all is that Mr. Glaisher, the translator of 
Guillemin, who quotes the above, gravely says that the writer of this tract 
was “an unscientific person.” 

And have the superstitions all died out? Not quite. The Comet the 
soul of a hero? Nonsense! The sign of Divine wrath? Rubbish! Anything 
in the wasp and fly and twin theory ? Humbug! #u¢// that the wine of the 
years when great Comets appear, particularly 1858, etc., is better than that of 
any others, — because of the influence of the Comet on the vines — is not 
that a fact known to every gourmet? So it is: our prosaic and utilitarian 
age, that uses fire but to roast its meat, instead of heretics, and presses in 
‘the wine-press of the Lord” only grapes to make glad the heart of man, 
instead of the blood of the unbelieving, has reduced the ‘ fearful” Comet to 
the office of ripening the fruit of the vines. 


1 This will be commented on later. that the Vienna Coin and Medal Club, in the year 1890, 
2 It is asserted by many astronomers that the earth struck, evidently in remembrance of the old supersti- 
actually passed through the tail of a Comet June 28, tion, a medalet commemorating the Comet year and 
1861. the birth of twins to one of its members. See below 
3 This superstition as to the connection of Comets under the year 1Sgo. 
and births of twins was wide-spread, and so well known 
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The Comet is therefore a favorite brand or trade-mark for wines, particu- 
larly Champagne wines in Europe; and even many of the manufacturers of 
the carbonated grape-juice known as ‘“ American Champagne,” brand their 
corks and label their bottles with very elaborate Comets. 

These are hardly numismatic objects, but a wine dealer (?) in Rheims has 
even struck a very neat little medalet, which, as I have always found it pierced, 
I presume is to hang on the necks of bottles. The two varieties are described 


as tollows :— 


1. Obverse. A Comet consisting of a five-pointed star and tail of five lines, 
traveling due north (on coin). Legend, *B D’ HAUTESERRE * — REIMS. 

Reverse. A coat of arms crowned, within a double wreath which almost encircles 
the shield (not crown); from the lower part of the wreath depend two crosses and 
one star of some Order. Exergue, SYSTEME CH. BENOIT FILS. Brass, gilt. 12 A.S. 

In my own collection. 


2. Variety. Same as last, but in exergue of reverse, very small, SYSTEME CH. 
Brass, gilt. 12 A. S. 
Our plate V, No. 4. 


[To be continued. } 





THE NEW SILVER COINS. 


Tir new silver coinage of Half and Quarter Dollars, and Dimes, was 


put in circulation early in January. The Dollars have not yet made their 
appearance. It is not certain that they will, at present. These coins. differ 
in their devices from previous issues, in bearing a bust of Liberty instead of 
the seated figure used for so many years, which is a return to the type used 
early in the present century, and the eagle has its wings raised, somewhat as 
on the gold coins. Below we give descriptions : — 

Obverse, Bust of Liberty, facing the observer's right; she wears the 
Phrygian cap, of somewhat modified form from that on earlier issues; it does 
not come so far forward as on the old heads of 1807-36, but more nearly 
resembles that on the Dollar. The hair is brushed up from the forehead ; 
the wreath on the edge of the cap is of olive, tied with a ribbon, two ends 
falling behind the neck; a band, inscribed LipERrtTy in incused letters, as a 
frontal; thirteen stars, seven facing, of six points, separated at the top by 
the motto IN GoD WE TRUST; the date at the bottom; on the decollation of 
the bust a minute B incused. [The initial of Barber. | 

Reverse, An eagle with wings displayed, his head to the left; he holds 
in his beak a scroll with £* pLURIBUS* on the left, and unum on the right; 
the ribbon of the scroll passes behind his head; in his dexter talon he holds 
an olive branch, and in his sinister a clump of thirteen arrows, barbed and 
feathered. On his breast a shield bearing paly of thirteen pieces argent and 
gules, a chief azure; over the head a constellation of thirteen mullets. 
Legend, above, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and below, completing the circle, 
‘ HALF DOLLAR * 

The Quarter closely resembles the Half, with the difference in value 
stated. The obverse of the Dime is of the same type as the larger coins, but 
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in place of the stars and motto is the legend UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and 
the date below the bust. The reverse has ONE | DIME within a wreath of oak 
and tobacco leaves, corn, wheat, etc. 

The general effect is pleasing; of the three the Dime is to many the 
most attractive piece. The head of Liberty is dignified, but although the silly 
story has been started that the profile is that of a ‘“ reigning belle” of New 
York, she can hardly be called a beauty; there is a suggestion, difficult to 
define, yet perceptible, of the classic heads on some of the Roman coins, and 
a much stronger suggestion of the head on the French Francs of 1871 and 
onward ; but there is a fullness in the upper lip, which detracts from the 
expression, and a slight swelling on the back of the neck, that led one irreve- 
rent critic to remark “she is going to have a boil,” and another to say “ the 
throat is that of a gladiator”! The eagle is a compromise between the buz- 
zard on the Dollar, and the heraldic eagle on the gold coinage: the wings are 
not so erect, and are more widely expanded, and their tips extend nearly to 
the rim: it has not the slender neck and body of the conventional eagles on 
the German coins, nor their serrate| pinions, but the legs and talons are 
wide-spread, and decidedly heraldic in their treatment ; the head is spirited 
and well drawn. 

The relief on these pieces is about the same as on previous issues; the 
limitations of the modern method of striking, and the impossibility of piling 
coins where the device is in high relief, as noted in a former number of the 
Journal, have prevented the carrying out of the frequent suggestions to 
make the devices stand out more boldly than heretofore. 

From this description it may be fairly inferred that in many respects 
these coins are an advance on what has hitherto been accomplished, but there 
is yet a long distance between them and the ideal National coin. Perhaps 
that will never be reached; the mechanical difficulties are numerous, and 
there has as yet been no way discovered by which these can be overcome 
and the proper thickness, weight, and size required for coins of such general 
circulation be preserved. It must be admitted that if coins should approach 
more nearly to medals in the matter of ‘‘relief” they would rapidly lose their 
beauty and suffer serious loss by attrition. The American genius for inven- 
tion has not yet turned itself in this direction to any extent, but those who 
have studied the problem most carefully, seem to have come to the conclusion 
that coins of the highest type of art will be struck for popular use about the 
same day that the quadrature of the circle shall be exactly accomplished. 

M. 


ART CLUB MEDAL. 


Tue Art Club of Philadelphia has presented to F. Edwin Elwell of New York 
City, a gold medal, in recognition of his notable work as a sculptor. The medal is 
considerably larger than our silver-dollar piece. Upon the obverse is the figure, in 
relief, of a woman, typifying the genius of art. Above is the legend THE ART CLUB OF 
PHILADELPHIA, and below, upon a scroll, F. EDWIN ELWELL, 1891. On the reverse 
there is another figure of a woman, around which are the words SCULPTURE, ART, 
ARCHITECTURE, with the words ARS opuUS above. The Art Club has bestowed, as we 
are informed, only one other similar medal, and that was given three years ago to 
Mr. St. Gaudens. 
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THE MEDALS, JETONS, AND TOKENS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 
SCIENCE OF MEDICINE. 
BY DR. HORATIO R. STORER, NEWPORT, R. I. 
[Continued from Vol. XXVI, p. 34] 


I have again to insert, subsequent to their proper place, several medals that 
have been communicated to me during the progress of this investigation. 


I. CANADA. 
B. 2. Hospitals. 

a. Montreal. 

277. Obverse. View of the building, cornerwise, with trees at left. Inscrip- 
tion: MONTREAL | GENERAL HOSPITAL 

Reverse. Field blank. Inscription: TRAINING SCHOOL FOR NURSES. Exergue: 
rosette, flanked at sides by three dots. Gold, silver. 15. 

In my collection, I have the above from Mr. R. W. McLachlan, who informs 
me that in addition to the long series of medals of Ste. Anne de Beaupré (medico- 
ecclesiastical) which I have already described, there have been struck nearly twenty 
new varieties during the present year, and that “another is expected in a few days.” 
There is reason in all things, and with reference to the health resort in question, I 
have, for the present at least, to draw the line at this point. 


IV. SOUTH AMERICA. 
3. BRAZIL. 
A. ersonal, 
278. Dr. N. Thouget. 1886. 
279. Dr. H. Naegeli. 1871. 
280. Dr. C. L. Droguet-Landré. 1873. 
I have learned of these from Mr. Meili of Zurich, at present in Rio de Janeiro, 
and shall hope to be able hereafter to give their descriptions 
C. Medical Events. 
281. Obdverse. Bust of Dom Pedro II. 
Reverse. (Presented to Dr by the Brazilian people out of gratitude for 
saving the precious life of their paternal emperor.) Gold. 
Boston Medical and Surgical Fournal, Nov. 12, 189. 
Three of the above have been struck, —for Drs. Semmola and Charcot, of Paris, 


and the Comte de Motta-Maia, of Rio de Janeiro. They were not conferred till some 
time after the expulsion of the ex-emperor, and then by himself personally. 


D. Epidemics. 


282. Campinas. 1889. Yellow fever. 
283. Paranagua. 1889. Yellow fever. 
These also have been communicated to me, as yet thus briefly, by Mr. Meili. 


4. PERU. 
A. Personal. 


284. Obverse. The staff of Aesculapius between laurel branches; at sides, 
surgical instruments. Inscription: AD AUGUSTO NELATON E A FERDINANDO ZANETTI. 
Exergue: GLI ITALIANI INCOLI DEL PERU RECONOSCENTI DD. 1862. 
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Reverse. Bust to left. Beneath, L. sEREGNI F. Inscription: GIUSEPPE GARI- 
pALDI. Bronze. 

Duisburg, Suppl. II, p. 8; /d%a., Cat., 2 Nov. 1869, No. 272. 

This medal will be again referred to hereafter. 


In resuming the regular series,’ I trust that I shall not be considered disrespectful 
if I here include, though do not number, an American medal and token of the great 
apostle of Methodism. Mr. Wesley, however, like Bishop Berkeley of Ireland, whose 
\Vest Indian medal has already been described,’ was anxious to be considered a physi- 
cian, and he could hardly have been mentioned in any connection preceding the 
present. His work, ‘Primitive Physic, or an easy method of curing most diseases,” 
was published at London in 1747, and there have been many American editions of it. 

Obverse. Within a corded circle, bust of Wesley to left, with bands and flowing 
hair. Beneath arm, w. H. KEY F. Below, 1866 Inscription: “THE WORLD Is MY 
PARISH.” | FOUNDER OF METHODISM. 

Reverse. Within similar circle, buildings; a person leaving the chapel, two 
others by the parsonage, at right, and an elderly man with cane, seated at left. 
Beneath, OCTOBER 30, 1768 Inscription: WESLEY CHAPEL & PARSONAGE. JOHN Ss? 
N. Y. | DEDICATED BY PHILIP EMBURY. Bronze. 32. Thick planchet. 

In my collection. 

Obverse. Head of Wesley, to right. 

Reverse. Inscription: JAMES HARMSTEAD, BOOKSELLER NO. 40 NORTH FRONT ST. 
PHILAD. Brass. 

Bushnell, oc. cit., p. 50, No. 4. 

Mr. Wesley will be again referred to under England. 

There is another token to be classed under section 4, of which I have learned 
since the others were published. 

285. Obverse. D® GEO. H. KEYSER, TRUSSES, BRACES &C. 140 WOOD STREET PITTS- 
BURG, PA. 

Reverse. PROPRIETOR OF PECTORAL SYRUP AND IMPROVED BLOOD SEARCHER 
Gutta percha.3 20. 

In the collection of Mr. Geo. W. Rode of Pittsburgh, who has communicated to 
me its description, 


F. c. Pharmacists. 


The medal of the N. Y. College of Pharmacy has already been given (The Your- 
val, Jan., 1891, No. 142). Those of the California and Philadelphia Colleges are 
engraved, as are also, so far as I have yet been able to ascertain, those of the Cincin- 
nati and Maryland Colleges, the Department of Pharmacy of Vanderbilt University 
at Nashville, the Alumni of the St. Louis College of Pharmacy, and the American 
Pharmaceutical Association, except the following. 

286. Obverse. View of the Block House, Pittsburgh (an outpost of Fort Pitt, 
erected in 1764). Below: THE OLD BLOCK HOUSE 

Reverse. Pharmaceutical implements. Above, A(merican) ; at sides, P(harma- 
ceutical) — A(ssociation) Glass’ (colored). 26. 

Issued at the Convention of the Association at Pittsburgh. In the collection of 
Mr. George W. Rode. 

It may here be mentioned that the device upon the very rare “ Good Samaritan’ 
Shilling is considered by Dr. S. A. Green, of Boston, to have been “ undoubtedly the 


work of some English‘ apothecary.” 


1 In the July number of the Yournal, I mentioned, 2 Fournal, January, 1890, No. 80. 
relatively to yellow fever, a medal of Stephen Girard, 3 With reference to this and other pieces described 
by R. Lovett, Jr. There is another and more interest- by our contributor, see Editorial. 
ing one of Girard, a mortuary medal, also by Lovett. 4 The Journal, October, 1870; Storer, Zhe Sani- 
Silver, copper, brass. 20. Weyl, Fonrobert Cat., Nos. ¢arian, May, 1889, Nos. 11-14. 
4992-4. 
VOL. XXVI. 8 
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The following are the American druggists’ tokens of which I as yet have knowl- 
edge. Among them might also be included several of those already given in subdivi- 
sions a and 6 of the present group. 

Allen. Cleveland, Ohio. | Baker & Thomas. Belleville (N. J.? Mot 
287. “A.’s Compound.” | Ontario). 
Mercer, /oc. cit., 1881, p. 47, No. 26. 297. Brass. 14. 
| Woodward, twenty-first Cat., 31 March- 
| 
| 
| 


Allen & Co. Cincinnati, O. 
288. Metallic shell, like silver dollar. 
lbid., 1881, p. 47, No. 25; 1884, p. 47. 
Ames, George B. Belvidere, Il. Barry & McDannel. _Knoxville, Tenn. 
289. Copper, brass. 14 (208. Without date. Copper, brass. 12. 
Weyl, Fonrobert Cat., Nos. 1520-21. | Coin Collectors’ Jour., VIII, 1883, p. 188, 


In my collection. 


2 April, 1879, No. 1067. 
Barrell. See Cary. 


No. 1; Storer, /oc. ctt., No. 187. 

In my collection. 

Anistaki, J... New York? ; 

Anistaki, J New York 299. With date, 1864. 12. 

290. Lead. 12. Extremely rare. Coin Collectors’ Journal, VIII, 1883, p. 
Storer, /oc. ctt., Oct., 1887, No. 184. 188, No. 2; Storer, Joc. cit., No. 188. 
In my collection. Benson, C. Winona, Minn. 


Arnold, O. Ligonier, Ind. 300. Copper, brass. 13. 
291. Copper. 12. Weyl, /oc. cit., Nos. 2610, 2611. 
Coin Collectors’ Jour., VIII, 1882, p. 68. a ee . a 
In the collection of Mr. F. C. oun Bernacki, Charles W. East Saginaw, 
Mich. 
301. Copper. 13. 
Atherton. See Hall, E. W. Ibid., No. 2447. 





of Framingham, Mass. 


Aulick, James. New York? 302. Odv. as the last. Reverse. Arm and 
292. German silver. If. Very rare. hammer. CHILDS MANFR. 1861. Cop- 

Storer, /oc. cit., No. 185. per. 3. 

In my collection. Communicated to me by Mr. Edward 
Groh of N. Y., who has been at much 
pains in assisting me to make this list 
as complete as possible. 


Ayer, (James C.) Lowell, Mass. 
293. “Ayer’s Cathartic Pills.” 
294. “ Take Ayer’s Pills.” | Brigham & Jarvis. Cooperstown, N. Y. 
295.“ Ayer's Sarsaparilla To Purify The | 303-, Nickel, copper, brass, german silver, 

Blood.” | tin. 12. Both thick and thin planchet. 
Metallic shells, with mica face, enclos- | Weyl, doc. cit., Nos. 2830-5. 

ing stamps of different values. 15. | In my collection. 

Mercer, loc. ctt., 1881, p. 48, No. 645 304. Nickel, etc. 12. Both thick and thin 

1884, p. 46. 4 | planchet. 

[he three are inthe Government (Lee) /bid., Nos. 2836-41 

Collection at Washington, the second) Jy my collation — 

and third in that of Harvard University | 

and my own, and the last in that of the 305. Nickel, etc. 12. 

Newport Historical Society. Jbid., Nos. 2842-7. 


In my collection, 
Baker, R. L. Charleston, S. C. 1837. ies Se ea 


296. German silver. 12. Veryrare. It! 306. Odv. as above, but rev. G. L. BOWNE 
has been said that but three are known. | (etc.) 
lbid., 1881, p. 55, No.9; Storer, Joc.| Nickel, etc. 12. 
cit., No. 186. | Ibid., Nos. 2848-54. 
In my collection. | In my collection. 


1 Mineral waters, whether natural or artificial, give their vender entrance to this list. 
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Birge, R. H. Oberlin, Ohio. 317. Copper, brass. 12. Smooth rim. 
307. Copper. 13. Weyl, /oc. ctt., Nos. 4790-91. 
Weyl, Joc. cit, No. 4742; Coin Collec- 318. Copper, brass. 12. Milled rim. 
tors’ Journal, VIII, 1883, p. 132. Ibid., No. 4789. 
in my comection, Siesd. Princeton, II] 
Bishop, Giles. Flint, Michigan. 319. Vuloanite 2x 
308. Obdverse. * GILES BISHOP * | GROCE- Mercer, Joc. cit., 1884 p. 41 
RIES | * | AND | * |. L1QUORS.| BUSI), 1 Ne Y k 
NESS CARD. Reverse. A mortar, with}. | Me ‘far ; Tin ry 
pestle. Inscription: * * DRUGGIST * * Ww — oo 
eyl, /oc. cit., No. 3043. 


| FLINT MICH. Edges milled. Copper. J . 
12 321. Silver, nickel, copper, brass, tin. 16. 


Ibid., Nos. 3044-8. 
Blakeslee, C. C. Jonesville, Mich. In the Fisher Collection and my own. 
309. Copper. 322. Silver, nickel, copper, brass. 16, 

* “Coin Collectors’ Four., VU, 1882, p. 170. [bid., Nos. 3049-52; Storer, Joc. cit., 
Blockson, A. J. New Lisbon, Ohio. en, RPE a Oe 
310. Tin. 13. n the Fisher Collection and my own. 

Storer, Joc. cit., No. 1809. 323. Brass. 21. 
In my collection. Weyl, loc. cit., No. 3053. 
Blood, John H. St. Louis, Mo. In the Fisher Collection and my own. 
311. Copper, brass. 13. 324. Silver, nickel, copper, brass, tin. 16. 
Weyl, doc. cit., No. 2615; Coin Collec- Ibid., Nos. 3054-59; Storer, Joc. cit, 
tors’ Journal, VII, 1882, p. 184. July, 1891, No. 1724. 
Bond, C. Cadiz, Ind. 325. Tin. 16. 
312. Copper, brass. 13. _ | Weyl, loc. cit., No. 3062. 
Weyl, loc. cit. No. 1670; MNumisma, Se thee Ohileie Call alice 
Nov., 1877 ; Coin Collectors’ Jour., VU, } Pe 
1882, p. 43; Marvin, Medals of the| 326. Silver, nickel, copper, brass, tin. 16. 
Masonic Frater., p. 273, DCCXXXI. Ibid., Nos. 3063-7. 
Bowen, Ira W. Corunna, Ind. In the Fisher Collection and my own. 
313. Copper. 13. 327. Bronze, copper, brass. 16. 
Weyl, loc. ctt., No. 1682. lbid., No. 3068. 
314. Copper. 13. In the Fisher Collection. 
lbid., No. 1683; Coin Collectors’ Jour., 328. Silver, nickel, copper, brass, German 


In my collection. 


VII, 1882, p. 44. silver, tin. 16. 
In my collection. | ILbid., Nos. 3009-73; Neumann, Joc. cit., 
Bowne, G. L. Cooperstown, N. Y. | No. 39270. 
315. Copper, brass, german silver, nickel, In the Fisher Collection and my own. 
tin. 12. 


329. Silver, etc. 16. 
Weyl, doc. ctt., Nos. 3074-8; Storer, 
loc. cit., Oct., 1887, No. 191. 
In the Fisher Collection and my own. 


Mercer, Joc. cit., 1881, p. 50, No. 182; 

Weyl, /oc. cit., Nos. 2855-60. 

See also Bingham & Jarvis. 

Brain, W. G. Springfield, Ohio. 
316. Copper. 12. (330. Silver, etc. 13. 

[bid., No. 4788 ; Coin Collectors’ Four.,| Weyl, loc. cit,, Nos. 3079-83. 

VIII, 1883, p. 135. In the Fisher Collection and my own. 


| 
(To be continued.]} 





ALuMINUM has been suggested as a material for coins, but there are objections to it. It 
always has a greasy feeling, due to the presence of a slight but unavoidable film of oxide of 
aluminum over its surface. Besides, one-fifth part of the earth’s crust consists of it, and, if a 
process for extracting it readily should be discovered, such cash might be reduced within a few 
days to about the same value by weight as brickbats. 





















































AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [JANuARy, 


i 


THE EARLY DAYS OF THE MINT. 


[THIRD PAPER. | 


THE question of free coinage so persistently pressed by the “silver men” was discussed 
by Alexander Hamilton, in a communication to Congress in January, 1791. At that time the 
quantity of silver offering for coinage was so small, comparatively, that it was the policy of 
the Mint to attract silver bullion, and as an inducement the Secretary was somewhat inclined 
to favor free coinage. It is unnecessary to say that this was before the yield of our silver 
mines had so enormously increased. The question discussed, ¢. ¢., whether the expense of 
coining shall be defrayed by the public, or out of the material itself, was stated in the extract 
from Secretary Hamilton’s paper given in the last Journal [p. 30]. An abstract of his argu- 
ment is given in the extracts from his paper, printed below. 


Upon the supposition that the expense of coinage ought to be defrayed out of 
the metals, there are two ways in which it may be effected : one by a reduction of the 
quantity of fine gold and silver in the coins, the other by establishing a difference 
between the value of those metals in the coins, and the mint price of them in bullion. 
The first method appears to the Secretary inadmissible. He is unable to distinguish 
an operation of this sort from that of raising the denomination of the coin—a measure 
which has been disapproved by the wisest men of the nations in which.it has been 
practiced, and condemned by the rest of the world. To declare that a less weight of 
gold or silver shall pass for the same sum, which before represented a greater weight, 
or to ordain that the same weight shall pass for a greater sum, are things substantially 
of one nature. The consequence of either of them, if the change can be realized, is 
to degrade the money unit ; obliging creditors to receive less than their just dues, and 
depreciating property of every kind. For it is manifest, that everything would, in 
this case, be represented by a less quantity of gold and silver than before. It is 
sometimes observed, on this head, that, though any article of property might, in fact, 
be represented by a less actual quantity of pure metal, it would nevertheless be repre- 
sented by something of the same intrinsic value. Every fabric, it is remarked, is 
worth intrinsically the price of the raw material and the expense of fabrication; a 
truth not less applicable to a piece of coin than to a yard of cloth. ; 

This position, well founded in itself, is here misapplied. It supposes that the 
coins now in circulation are to be considered as bullion, or, in other words, as a raw 
material. But the fact is, that the adoption of them as money, has caused them to 
become the fabric; it has invested them with the character and office of coins, and 
has given them a sanction and efficacy equivalent to that of the stamp of the sove- 
reign. . . It is, however, not improbable, that the effect meditated would be defeated 
by a rise of prices proportioned to the diminution of the intrinsic value of the coins. 
This might be looked for in every enlightened commercial country; but, perhaps, in 
none with greater certainty than in this; because, in none are men less liable to be 
the dupes of sounds ; in none has authority so little resource for substituting names 
for things. A general revolution in prices, though only nominally, and in appearance, 
could not fail to distract the ideas of the community, and would be apt to breed 
discontents as well as among all those who live on the income of their money, as 
among the poorer classes of the people, to whom the necessaries of life would seem to 
have become dearer. In the confusion of such a state of things, ideas of value would 
not improbably adhere to the old coins, which from that circumstance, instead of 
feeling the effect of the loss of their privilege as money, would, perhaps, bear a price 
in the market, relatively to the new ones, in exact proportion to weight. 

Among the evils attendant on such an operation, are these: creditors, both of the 
public and of individuals, would lose a part of their property; public and private credit 
would receive a wound; the effective revenues of the Government would be dimin- 
ished. There is scarcely any point, in the economy of national affairs, of greater 
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moment than the uniform preservation of the intrinsic value of the money unit. On 
this, the security and steady value of property essentially depend. 

The second method, therefore, of defraying the expense of the coinage out of the 
metals, is greatly to be preferred to the other. This is to let the same sum of money 
continue to represent in the new coins exactly the same quantity of gold and silver 
is it does in those now current —to allow at the mint such a price only for those 
metals as will admit of profit just sufficient to satisfy the expense of coinage ; to 
abolish the legal currency of the foreign coins, both in public and private payments ; 
and, of course, to leave the superior utility of the national coins for domestic pur- 
poses, to operate the difference of market value, which is necessary to induce the 
bringing of bullion to the mint. In this case, all property and labor will still be repre- 
sented by the same quantity of gold and silver as formerly; and the only change 
which will be wrought, will consist in annexing the office of money exclusively to 
the national coins; consequently, withdrawing it from those foreign countries, and 
suffering them to become, as they ought to be, mere articles of merchandise. 

The arguments in favor of a regulation of this kind are, first: That the want of 
it is a cause of extra expense; there being, then, no motive of individual interest to 
distinguish between the national coins and bullion, they are, it is alleged, indiscrimin- 
ately melted down for domestic manufactures, and exported for the purposes of foreign 
trade; and it is added, that when the coins become light by wearing, the same quantity 
of fine gold or silver bears a higher price in bullion than in the coins; in which state 
of things, the melting down of the coins to be sold as bullion is attended with profit ; 
and from both causes, the expense of the mint, or, in other words, the expense of 
maintaining the specie capital of the nation, is materially augmented. Secondly. That 
the existence of such a regulation promotes a favorable course of exchange, and bene- 
fits trade, not only by that circumstance, but by obliging foreigners, in certain cases, 
to pay dearer for domestic commodities, and to sell their own cheaper. 

As far as relates to the tendency of a free coinage to produce an increase of 
expense in the different ways that have been stated, the argument must be allowed to 
have foundation, both in reason and in experience. . . [This the Secretary shows in 
various ways from the experience of Great Britain and France. | 

But the remainder of the argument stands upon ground far more questionable. 
It depends upon very numerous and very complex combinations, in which there is 
infinite latitude for fallacy and error. The most plausible part of it, is thatewhich 
relates to the course of exchange. Experience in France has shown that the market 
price of bullion has been influenced by the mint difference between that and coin; 
sometimes to the full extent of the difference; and it would seem to be a clear 
inference, that, whenever that difference materially exceeded the charges of remitting 
bullion from the country where it existed, to another in which coinage was free, 
exchange would be in favor of the former. . . Whenever the price of coin to bullion, 
in the market, materially exceeded the par of the metals, it would become an object to 
send the bullion abroad, if not to pay a foreign balance, to be invested in some other 
way, in foreign countries, where it bore a superior value; an operation by which 
immense fortunes might be amassed, if it were not that the exportation of the bullion 
would of itself restore the intrinsic par. But, as it would naturally have this effect, 
the advantage supposed would contain in itself the principle of its own destruction. 
As long, however, as the exportation of bullion could be made with profit, which is as 
long as exchange could remain below par, there would bea drain of the gold and 
silver of the country. . . 


Nothing can show more clearly than this argument — the truth of which has been amply 
confirmed by experience — the fallacy of the position taken by the “silver-maniacs.” Admit- 
ting the soundness of his argument as a demonstrated fact, its converse is equally true. The 
relative position of the United States and foreign nations towards each other would be exactly 
reversed, and the inference is clear, that, as has been claimed by the opponents of free coinage 
of silver at its present market price, into dollars having no greater intrinsic value than they 
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now possess, the United States would speedily become the dumping ground for the largest part 
of the silver mined throughout the world. The greater the amount coined, the more speedily 
would the inevitable catastrophe arrive. 


The other advantages supposed, of obliging foreigners to pay dearer for domestic 
commodities, and to sell their own cheaper, are applied to a situation which includes a 
favorable balance of trade. It is understood in this sense—the prices of domestic 
commodities, (such, at least, as are peculiar to the country,) remain attached to the 
denominations of the coins. When a favorable balance of trade realizes in the market 
the mint difference between coin and bullion, foreigners, who must pay in the latter, 
are obliged to give more of it for such commodities than they otherwise would do, 
Again, the bullion, which is now obtained at a cheaper rate in the home market, will 
procure the same quantity of goods in the foreign market, as before: which is said to 
render foreign commodities cheaper. In this reasoning, much fallacy is to be sus- 
pected. If it be true, that foreigners pay more for domestic commodities, it must be 
equally true that they get more for their own when they bring them themselves to 
market. If peculiar, or other domestic commodities adhere to the denominations of 
the coins, no reason occurs why foreign commodities of a like character should not do 
the same thing; and, in this case, the foreigner, though he receive only the same 
value in coin for his merchandise as formerly, can convert it into a greater quantity of 
bullion. Whence the nation is liable to lose more of its gold and silver than if their 
intrinsic value in relation to the coins were preserved. And whether the gain or the 
loss will, on the whole, preponderate, would appear to depend on the comparative 
proportion of active commerce of the one country with the other. 

The intention of the preceding remarks is rather to show that the expectation of 
commercial advantages ought not to decide in favor of a duty of coinage, and that, if it 
should be adopted, it ought not to be in the form of a deduction from the intrinsic 
value of the coins, — than absolutely to exclude the idea of any difference whatever, 


between the value of the metals in coin and in bullion. It is not clearly discerned, that 
a small difference between the mint price of bullion and the regulated value of the 
coins would be pernicious, or that it might not even be advisable, in the first instance, 
by way of experiment, merely as a preventative to the melting down and exportation 
of the coins. |The argument of the Secretary on this point must be deferred to a 
subsequent number. | 


ANCIENT COINS ON EXHIBITION 


Tue Boston Museum of Fine Arts has lately placed on exhibition in the Coin 
Room a portion of the collection of coins loaned by Mr. F. H. Rindge, formerly of 
Cambridge. The portion selected for exhibition includes all the ancient Roman 
series, both republican and imperial, embracing a period of 850 years, from about B. C. 
268 to A. D. 580, represented by about one thousand specimens. With these the 
student will be able to trace the history of Roman silver coinage from its beginning, 
when it borrowed the Greek types of Southern Italy, through the consular period in 
which the monetary magistrates obtruded their own family traditions in the types 
each selected for the coins struck during his administration, to the imperial, when the 
head of the emperor supersedes that of the personified Roma, and so on through the 
decline of the art of die-cutting and stamping, which followed sensitively the decline 
of civilization with the other arts. In the imperial series will be found a most inter- 
esting set of portraits of the Roman emperors and of some members of their families. 
Coin portraits, it will be remembered, are the standard likenesses of these sovereigns 
by which busts and gems are identified, and some of those in this collection are 
remarkably clear and sharp. In addition to the Roman coins is a smail selection from 
Mr. Rindge’s specimens from the Greek cities of Southern Italy, which betoken an art 
of a finer and more exquisite character. Mr. Rindge generously loans his collection 
to the Museum for five years. 
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COMMUNION TOKENS. 


In the October number of the Journa/, it was stated, on what we supposed to be 
reliable information, in commenting on the sale of the Collection of the late Thomas 
Warner, that his Cabinet of Communion Tokens was the largest in America, if not in 
the world. It appears from information that has reached us from several sources, that 
in this we were in error; comparatively few American collectors have given much 
attention to this very interesting department of Numismatics, and therefore the infor- 
mation then at our command was, as we have since discovered, not sufficient to justify 
the statement. We take the first opportunity to recall it, and to thank those corres- 
pondents who have enlightened us. Among the facts which have been brought to 
our notice, bearing on this subject, is an article on “Church Tokens,” printed in the 
Blairgowrie Advertiser [Scotland] of October 26, 1889, from which we take the 
following :— 


Amongst the many searchers for articles of antiquarian interest ‘‘ token collecting” has of late 
become exceeding popular. The pursuit is one which has, indeed, much to commend it. We are, as it 
were, on the threshold of a new system; and year by year is adding largely to the number of churches in 
which the old ‘* token” has been discarded and its place taken by the modern ‘‘ card.” Soon the old 
metallic symbol will be a thing of the past; and no one interested in church history can be but gratified 
that such efforts are now being made to collect and classify what cannot fail to throw much light on the 
varying fortunes of our national churches. 

“It is well known that to reach the period of the introduction of the token we must go back fully 300 
years ; back, indeed, to that period when the bitterness of the Reformation, and the war between the new 
faith and the old were at their height. Although the origin of the use of tokens is wrapped in considerable 
obscurity, the prevailing impression is that they were first used to distinguish the adherents of the Reformed 
Doctrines from those of the Roman Catholic persuasion. Their continued use as Communion symbols is 
too well known to require even the slightest notice. 

Probably no complete collection of tokens has yet been made—indeed, it may be doubted whether 
a complete collection ever will be made now; but several of those already in existence approach completion 
in a wonderful degree. In the collecting race our local antiquarians have taken an excellent place; and 
there are good grounds for believing that one of them has succeeded in putting together the finest and 
most complete set of tokens yet made. The gentleman referred to is Mr. John Reid, Wellmeadow, who 
has accomplished this praiseworthy task by well-nigh two years’ indefatigable labor. In his admirable 
collection, Mr. Reid has numbered no less than 4,600 tokens; while the number of different specimens 
already amounts to over 3,000. As might be expected, the tokens used in connection with the old 
churches of the National Zion lead the way in number and historical interest; and in this respect 
Mr. Reid’s collection is, indeed, unique in its richness. But one cannot but be surprised at the large 
number of tokens of other denominations which the Collector has succeeded in bringing together. 
Amongst these may be mentioned tokens of the Free, Relief, Cameronian, Secession, Episcopalian, and 
Irish and English Presbyterian Churches; whilst the other Scottish Churches in England are well 
represented. ut the interest does not cease even here ; for to all these are added a wonderful number of 
elegant American and Canadian Tokens, which Mr. Reid has obtained by very great labor and no little 
expense. Altogether, the collection is excellent. ‘To lovers of the artistic it will present a sight not soon 
to be forgotten ; while the historical interest of the collection cannot easily be over-estimated. 

It may be mentioned that in Mr. Reid's collection there are only fourteen parish tokens awanting, 
while only fifteen are required to complete the set of the Relief and Secession tokens. 


The correspondent who has kindly sent us this cutting, informs us that Mr. Reid 
has made many additions to his Cabinet since this was printed, and that it is much 
nearer perfection to-day. 

In the sale catalogue of the Warner Collection, the Communion Tokens were 
offered in one lot, to keep them from dispersion, if possible; hence they were not 
specially classified and described ; but a gentleman who was in frequent correspondence 
with Mr. Warner, and who is quite familiar with this portion of his Cabinet writes us, 
that his “collection of the United States Tokens was,” he thinks “unequalled.” He 
further says: “I do not believe that such another caz be gathered; the day has gone 
by for getting one like it. Mr. Warner’s Monograph numbers 196; he had increased 
these probably to 250; he had about 100 Canadians, and I think about 200 Scotch. I 
believe that the others were Continental ecclesiastical pieces, Abbey tokens, etc., but 
which I cannot connect with Communion usages, and I doubt very much if Mr. 
Warner could ; [nor did he claim to be able to do so.} Mr. McLachlan’s Canadian 
pamphlet numbers 241.” 


ee ii 


—— 
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We also learn that Mr. Robert Shiells, of Neenah, Wis., has a collection gath- 
ered from all countries, which exceeds 800 pieces ; he has made a special study of the 
subject, and we are informed has a Monograph on these tokens in press, and nearly 
ready for publication. We shall look with great interest for its appearance. The 
Rev. Robert Dick, of Colinsburgh, Scotland, has published the description of his 
collection of Scotch Tokens, of the United Presbyterian Church only, which numbers 
660. This body originated in December, 1733, and our informant knows of no token 
issued by it earlier than 1742. 

There was, some time since, a collection in Aberdeen, numbering 3,700 speci- 
mens; this entire cabinet, with drawings of the pieces, which were “a perfect monu- 
ment of patience and perseverance, with four large volumes of correspondence, bound 
and indexed,” were offered to an American collector for about $1,500. 

Further inguiry has brought to light the fact that in the Glasgow Exposition of 
1888, a case containing 1,700 tokens was shown by Mr. J. H. Pratt; we may also 
mention that in response to an inquiry addressed to Mr. Shiells, he has kindly informed 
us that afriend of his in Scotland, has upwards of 5,000. He says: ‘I believe he 
only lacks five or six of having every Parish in Scotland represented.’ In another 
letter Mr. Shiells mentions that Dr. R. W. Eastman-Patrick, whose residence he 
thinks is in Beith, Ayrshire, Scotland, has “the largest, most complete, varied and 
scientific collection in existence.” Of the 660 described by Rev. Robert Dick (men- 
tioned above), Mr. Shiells has only 142, but he has eleven which Dr. Dick does not 
possess, and two of these, the latter gentleman has not been able to find in Scotland ; 
so that American collectors may congratulate themselves on the success of one of 
their fellows. 


MASONIC EMBLEMS ON CONTINENTAL MONEY. 


WE have lately seen some pieces of Continental Money,—North Carolina bills,— 
which bear Masonic emblems, and which so far as we remember have not been 
mentioned heretofore: Those we have examined represent values of Three and Four 
‘Spanish milled Dollars,’ and were issued under a Resolution of the Provincial 
Congress held at Hillsborough, Aug. 21, 1775. 

The Three Dollar Bill is headed N° Carolina Currency in ornamental German 
text, with a fanciful ornament at the left upper corner, and a circle enclosing various 
emblems of Masonry, the pillars and globes, square and compasses, candles, mosaic 
pavement, and numerous working tools. They are signed by Rd. Cogdell, Andrew 
Knox, Samuel Thurston, and Rd. Caswell. 

The Four Dollar Bill, is of the same date and general style; the floral ornament 
at the left bears a scroll twice inscribed Four Dollars; the lower left corner has a 
similar circle enclosing the pillars, pavement, All-seeing eye, pot of incense, etc., and 
is bordered by RA OF MASONRY, 5775 separated by a line from the emblems. It is 
signed by the same names as the preceding. 

In the same set was a Five Dollar Note, also of the same date, character and 
general description, and bearing the same names. Instead of the circle at the lower 
left corner with Masonic emblems, is an elliptical tablet, on which is a picture of a 
large building with porticoes and wings of smaller buildings, on each side. 

These notes are all in very good condition, considering their age and the circu- 
lation they have suffered, and some of the signatures are as black as when first written. 
They are apparently printed from copper plates. 

Richard Caswell (b. 1729, d. 1789,) was Governor of North Carolina in 1777, 
and several times re-elected, and one of the Convention which framed the Federal 
Constitution. The other signers were active patriots, though of not quite so much 
prominence in political life. What relation, if any, these gentlemen bore to Masonry 
we have not been able as yet to discover. L. H. L. 
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MASONIC MEDALS. 


[Continued from Vol. XXVI, p. 45] 


Mr. Frep. J. W. Crowe, in the Christmas number of the Freemason (London, 
1891), describes several Hungarian Masonics, which are new to me, and gives illustra- 
tive cuts of these pieces, from which I shall take descriptions which will be given later. 
Mr. Crowe, in this paper, says that “Bro. Marvin, in his great Catalogue (with supple- 
ment) of nearly one thousand Masonic Medals, does not name one Hungarian speci- 
men.” In this statement Bro. Crowe has overlooked the fact that considerably more 
than a year ago, (viz: inthe Yournal for October, 1890, pp. 50 and §1,) I fully described 
two of the pieces which he now mentions (but does not describe or engrave) from 
specimens in the collection of Bro. Shackles, who had very kindly sent me rubbings, 
as I then stated. It may interest some of my friends in England to learn that at this 
moment I have in manuscript,—which I trust will in due time appear in the Yourna/, 
—descriptions of a large number of pieces, most of which are unpublished. These 
embrace Swedish, German, Asiatic, Haytien, Brazilian, Mexican and many American 
pieces. The field is much more extensive than is generally recognized, and while 
there are unquestionably many pieces of which I have never heard, and very likely 
never shall, yet with the information which is so constantly and generously supplied 
by friends and correspondents in England, on the continent, and at home, and with 
the aid of so enthusiastic a collector as Gen. S. C. Lawrence, to all of whom I am 
much indebted, I shall hope to add very largely to the completeness of my Catalogue 
before closing it. I think I can safely promise it will exceed one thousand numbers. 
It is proper to add, that the delay in the appearance of these descriptions is chiefly 
due to the limited space which can be allotted to them, from time to time, in the 
Fournal, The “Supplement” alluded to, is a reprint of these descriptions, and has 
now reached upwards of eighty pages, uniform in size with “The Medals of the 
Masonic Fraternity.” So much of explanation seems necessary to inform correspon- 
dents why their favors have not yet appeared in print ; and to account for occasional 
statements that a medal is “unknown” to me, when the manuscript description has 
been waiting, perhaps for a year or more, for its place in order. 

Before leaving the English Centenary jewels, which, as I have elsewhere stated, 
are frequently to be reckoned as badges rather than Medals, and hence are merely 
mentioned without numbering, I describe more particularly the jewel of the Lodge of 
Unity, No. 71, of Lowestoft, to which I have already referred on a previous page 
(see under DCCLXVIIJ) ; and as it is distinctly said to have been struck, in the Cata- 
logue of the Medals of the Worcestershire (England) Masonic Library and Museum 
(p. 81, No. 10), I now number it. That Catalogue says it is of silver and gilt, but 
does not give the size; some of the typographic errors which make the description 
there confusing, I correct by the aid of Bro. Wm. J. Hughan, who has sent me a 
drawing of the piece, from which the size appears to be about 18; the Catalogue 
further says, it “ probably was struck in 1847 at the Lodge Centenary, but without the 
consent of the Grand Master:”’ the Lodge does not wear this Medal, which I presume 
is rare, but uses the regular English ‘‘ Centenary.” 


DCCCLXXII. Obverse, Figure of Mercy, personified as an angel; a 
small cross hangs from her neck, and she holds in front a shield, bearing a 
crown and a passion flower; the head of the figure, and the halo which 
surrounds it, intercepts a circle having the legend, sorrocHE VILLA, LOWIS- 
TOFT: an outer circle is ornamented with a tressure of five arches. Reverse, 
Outer circle same as obverse, within which is the legend, LopGE oF UNITY 
above, and below, the date 1747; in the centre of the field are the figures 71 
between the square and compasses. Attached to the Medal is a swivel, with 
ring at top, by which it is worn suspended from a bar and blue ribbon. 

VOL. XXVI. ie 
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DCCCLXXIII. Obverse, The figure of an angel with expanded wings, 
draped, and standing on a pedestal; in each hand he holds a laurel crown ; 
on the pedestal, sick runp anda key-hole. Over the figure, the All-seeing 
eye; on each side is a pillar; that on the right is surmounted with the 
square and compasses, and has TRuTH on its base; the one on the left is 
surmounted by a level, and has Justice on its base. Legend, OLD LODGE sr. 
JOHN’s, LANARK, NO. 19. Below, in small letters, FAULKNER F. (the die-cutter.) 
Reverse, An oak tree, the head falling, severed through the trunk by a 
double-handed saw, which rests on the part left standing. Motto beneath, 
on a ribbon, THROUGH. Legend, above, RIGHT Is MIGHT and below, 12TH 
JUNE, 1822. Bronze. Size not given. Doubtless rare.’ 

DCCCLXXIV. Obverse, King Herod (?) seated at the right. Three 
figures approach him on the left, one of whom brings a square, and another 
a scroll or plan, while the third has perhaps a rule. A palace in the back- 
ground with several armed soldiers. Legend,’ AD HERODEM HERODIONIS MU- 
NIMINIS HILARIS VERA EFFIGIES 3900 Reverse, Three arches, supported by 
pillars; the centre shows an approach by a flight of steps, with a pillar on 
each side, a square lies on the fifth step, a blazing star is in the centre; the 
open compasses above it; a radiant delta with dove descending over the arch; 
a flag with spears is shown on either side the two pillars. Legend, rrarRuM 


MURATORUM ORDINIS UNICA SEDES ANNO MUNDI 3905 [Only seat of the Order 
of Brother Masons, year of the world 3905. 

DCCCLXXV. Obverse, Within a wreath of olive on the left, and oak 
on the right, crossed and tied at the bottom with a bow, is a triangle ; the 


centre has horizontal lines as if to denote azure; on its field, an anchor sur- 
mounted by the cross of Savoy,’ argent; on the left side of the triangle, 
L'ESPERANCE; on the right, SAVOISIENNE; and on the bottom, oR.*. DE CHAM- 
BERY. | The Savoyard Lodge of Hope, Orient of Chambery.| Reverse, A 
wreath as on obverse, but the oak and olive are transposed; on the field of 
the triangle, sup.*. | cons.*. | DE FRANCE [Supreme Council of France.| On 
the left side of the triangle, LiperTe; on the right, EGALITE; and on the 

1 For my knowledge and description of this piece, 


I am indebted to the Catalogue of the Worcestershire 
Masonic Library and Museum, page 85, No. 27. I have 


than the presence of the strangers. So they passed by 
and Hamilton followed in safety. This crest does not 





never seen the Medal. Lanark is an ancient royal bor- 
ough of Scotland, which gives the title of Earl to the 
Duke of Hamilton. ‘The device on the reverse alludes 
to the crest of that Duke, which is blazoned: Out of a 
crest-coronet or, an oak-tree fructed and penetrated 
transversely in the main stem by a frame-saw proper, the 
frame or; above the crest the motto, “ THROUGH!” 
Boutell, in his “ English Heraldry,” p. 151, gives the 
following account of its reputed origin, which is of 
interest in this connection: “ This device is said to com- 
memorate the escape into Scotland, in 1323, of Sir 
Gilbert Hamilton, a reputed ancestor of the present 
ducal house. At the court of Edward II, Sir Gilbert 
had unadvisedly expressed admiration for Robert 
Bruce, on which John le Despencer struck him. De- 
spencer fell in single combat the next day, and Hamilton 
fled, hotly pursued, northward. Near the border the 
fugitive and a faithful esquire joined some wood-cutters, 
assumed their dress, and commenced working with 
them on an oak, when the pursuers passed by. Hamil- 
ton, saw in hand, observed his esquire anxiously watch- 
ing their enemies as they passed, and at once recalled 
his attention to his woodman’s duties by the word, 
‘Through!’—thus, at the same time, appearing to con- 
sider the cutting down the oak to be far more important 


appear in the Hamilton seals till long after the days of 
Bruce and his admirer, Sir Gilbert.” 

2 The translation of the legend is somewhat uncer- 
tain. The reference is of course to King Herod the 
Great, who rebuilt the Temple at Jerusalem about 20 
b. C., and we may perhaps read the legend, “ Kejoicing 
under Herodian protection the correct plan is shown to 
Herod.” Possibly muniminis has the more frequent 
meaning of a means of protection, the dui/ding, rather 
than the patronage of the king, and then we might ren- 
der it, even more liberally, “ Joyful in the Herodian 
construction [of the Temple], the correct plan [is shown 
by the architect] to Herod.” I have no knowledge of 
this piece, which seems to have been a puzzle to Ger- 
man Masonic students, except from an engraving given 
in Latomia, Vol. xviii, part 1, and a long article on the 
medal, and its dates, with the editor’s views, printed at 
page 144 of the same volume. This is the only Medal 
I recall which has any allusion to the Herodian Temple 
in connection with Freemasonry. 

3 The cross of Savoy is a Greek cross. This piece 
was apparently struck from dies, on a suitable planchet, 
and then the spaces between the wreath and the triangle 
sawed out, and also the spaces between the leaves. This 
may be a cast, but if so, is very carefully executed. In 
the Lawrence Collection. 




















1892. ] 


bottom, FRATERNITE | Liberty, Equality, Fraternity. | 
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Silver or plated. Size 


21 nearly. A ring attached to the planchet at the top. 


DCCCLXXVI. 


Obverse, A view of the second building erected by 


the United Lodges at Breslau: (A two-story edifice, with door in the centre, 
two statues in niches on the second story, and wings at the left,) trees on 
either side, (one at the left and four at the right; those at the right partly 


conceal the wing,) and a grass plot in the foreground. 
LOGE | Building of the United Lodges. | 


BAUHUTTE * DER * VEREINIGTEN ° 


Legend, above, 
In 


exergue, in three lines, zU BRESLAU | ERRICHTET | 1872 [Erected at Breslau 
in 1872.] Reverse, On the field the inscription in eight lines, zur 150| 


[AHR JUBELFEIER | DER | VEREINIGTEN | LOGE | 





IN BRESLAU | AM 18 Mar | 1891 


| On the 150th Anniversary of the United Lodges at Breslau, May 18, 1891. ] 
The inscription is enclosed by a cable-tow, knotted in four loops, having a 
tablet between each loop, surrounded by a close wreath of laurel; on the 
top, m1 T. | 1741 [for Drei Todtengrippe, The Three Skeletons]; on the left 
tablet, s. | 1774 [for Die Saule, The Pillar]; on the right, c. | 1776. [for Die 


Glocke, The Bell]; and on the bottom, ver- | E1nicr | 1844 
1844]; the dates are those of the foundation of the several Lodges. 


{United in 
On the 


inside of the milling on the obverse, the name of the die-cutter, LAUER in 


very minute letters.’ 
DCCCLXXVII. 
Berry. Legend, cu. 


Obverse, Bust 
FERDINAND 


Silver and bronze. 


DUC 


Size 32. 
to left in uniform, of the Duc De 
DE BERRY: below, in small letters, 


CAQUE F. (the die-cutter.) Reverse, Within a wreath formed by two branches 
of acacia, crossed, are three “tears,” one over two. 
DE L’UNIVERS and below, 8 mars, 1820. 
issue, March 8, 1820.] Copper. 


1 Described from an impression in the Lawrence 
Collection. See CCCLXXV for one having the frsé 


building. The date was reckoned from that of the 
eldest Lodge. I believe these were struck at the Mint 
in Breslau. 


There is another medal of this Lodge, which is de- 
scribed under No. 140, in the Catalogue of the Worcester- 
shire Masonic Museum (printed by Kenning, London, 
August, 1891), which is said to be “unknown” to me. 
It is of no great consequence, but the Yournal for 
October, 1890, contained a full, and I believe correct, 
description, which No. 140 does not give. (See 
DCCCXXVIL] As this Supplementary List has been 
progressing in these pages since January, 1888, a fact 
well known to collectors of Masonics abroad, it might 
be well for those interested in this department of nu- 
mismatics to consult it, before making a statement of 
that kind. The numerous typographical errors in the 
Worcestershire Catalogue seriously impair its value for 
reference; under this very number, for instance, the 
date given in the editorial note preceding the descrip- 
tion, as that of the foundation of the “ Lodge of the 
Bell,” is correct; but a different date is given in the 
description as borne on the Medal; the “ Lodge of the 
Pillar” is incorrectly said, both in the introduction and 
the description, to have been founded in 1744; it should 
be 1774 (see XX, DCCCXXVII, and DCCCLXX); 
that of “the Bell” is given in the description as 1766 ; 
it should be 1776 (see CCCLXXVII, DCCCXXIV, 
and DCCCLXX); my own description gives the true 
dates, which I cannot doubt are correctly cut in the dies 
of this medal. The Catalogue has so much of interest 
to Masonic collectors that it is very much to be regretted 


{To be continued } 





Legend, ADMIRATEURS 
[The name of the Lodge, and date of 


The size I have not learned. 


W. T. R. MARVIN. 


that Bro. Taylor, whose accuracy is well known, Bro. 
Shackles or Bro. Hughan, both of whom have given so 
much and so careful attention to Masonic numismatics,— 
the last two named being especially familiar with this 
Supplementary List,—could not have had an oppor- 
tunity personally to revise the proofs of the Catalogue. 
2 I take the description of this Medal, which I have 
not seen, from the Worcestershire Catalogue, in which 
it is No. 219, under France. The Duke, whose bust it 
bears, was the second son of Charles X, King of France. 
He was one of the “emigrants” during the Revolu- 
tion (in 1790, when he was twelve years of age) ; and 
while absent from France served for a time under the 
Prince of Condé. He returned to Paris in 1815, and 
the following year married the Princess Caroline of 
Naples. He was stabbed at the opera in Paris, by an 
assassin named Louvel, and died on the night of the 
13th of February, 1820; this event produced great polit- 
ical excitement, and led to the resignation of the Prime 
Minister De Cazes. Louvel was executed the following 
June. The Medal may have reference to some formal 
action of the Lodge (which has its East in Paris, and I 
believe is still working,) in consequence of the murder 
of the Prince, but this I have not been able to ascer- 
tain. The fact that De Cazes had then but recently 
been elected to the headship of each of the rival Grand 
Councils, (see CCX XXI), may have had something to 
do withits issue. The “tears ” are a conventional device, 
resembling the charge known in heraldry as “ gouttes,” 
and are frequently used in France on funeral drapery. 
They somewhat resemble a flame, with a round base 
and wavy point. The Medal is doubtless rare, as it has 
so long escaped notice. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 
A JEWISH MEDAL. 


Some time ago a query was printed in the Yournal, asking those who knew of Jewish 
Medals to advise you. I do not precisely recall the particulars of that request, and the follow- 
ing may not be within the scope of the query; of that the inquirer can judge better than I; 
but I send you the following, in the hope that it may be in the line of his wishes. It is one of 
the series of Church and Cathedral medals, issued by J. Wiener, who cut the dies; on the 
obverse is a view of the exterior of the Jewish synagogue at Cologne; on the reverse is an- 
other view of the interior. It is struck in bronze, and its size is §9 millimetres. Possibly it 
exists in the other metals, but as to that I am unable to say. R. 


PARASITES ON PAPER MONEY. 


Dr. L. B. Citrron, the Macon scientist, told his friends something recently that astonished 
them. By means of a microscope of high magnifying power he has detected a peculiar parasite 
which infects paper money. It is found nowhere else, and, though it is invisible to the unassisted 
eye, the small creature multiplies at a surprising rate and is very numerous. Dr. Clifton counted 
three thousand of them on an old five-dollar bill. He said the money parasite is an acarus, and 
closely related to the spider family. Its appearance is by no means handsome. In shape it is 
oblong and flat, and has four clumsy legs and a sharp bill. It is never known to leave the 
paper on which it lives, and never becomes a parasite on the human body. 

THE Service Medal for members of the Massachusetts Militia is to be of bronze, with a 
bright field, bearing on the obverse the word “ Service”’ in Roman letters, and on the reverse 
the arms of Massachusetts. 


A MEDAL OF TIN. 


One would hardly suppose the McKinley Bill, among its other results, would 
have contributed anything to Numismatics, but it has indirectly done so. We have 
received a Medal recently struck from American tin, from the Temescal Mine, Cali- 
fornia, which may be described as follows :— 

Oéverse. Inscription in seven lines, the first and last curving to conform to the 
edges of the planchet ; SAMPLE PURE TIN | FROM | TEMESCAL MINE. | COMPLIMENTS | 
HOTEL GLENWOOD | RIVERSIDE, CAL. | * | FRANK A. MILLER, PROP. 

Reverse. Inscription in eight lines, the first and last curving as on obverse; 
TIN MINE I2 MILES | FROM | RIVERSIDE | THE | GREATEST ORANGE | GROWING 
DISTRICT | IN THE | WORLD. 

Struck like a coin, and only in tin, if we are correctly informed. Size 20, nearly. 


L. 


PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


A MEETING was held on Thursday, November 19, 1891, at 815 P. M., at the 
Society’s Rooms, ror East 20th Street. A paper was read by Mr. Charles Pryer, 
entitled “ Jottings from My Note Book,” being a sketch of the history, both authentic 
and probable, of a number of old medals and other relics—including a watch which 
was brought to this country in the seventeenth century by one of the Huguenot 
Settlers,—which were exhibited. 

A meeting was also held on Wednesday, December 2, 1891, at the same place, 
when a paper was read by Mr. Frank W. Doughty, entitled “The Elephant ; Numis- 
matically and Archzologically.” Members having any coins or medals with elephants 
on them, were requested to exhibit them at this meeting. Members were also invited 
to bring their friends—ladies as well as gentlemen—to these meetings, and they were 
quite well attended. The Society's Rooms are open every Thursday evening. 
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COIN SALES. 


THE BOEING SALE. 


On the 27th and 28th November, the Messrs. Chapman sold at the rooms of Davis & Harvey, 
Philadelphia, a fine collection of Ancient Greek, Roman and Oriental Coins, from the estate of the late 
Wilhelm Boeing, Esq., of Detroit, Mich., to which was added a very choice selection of United States 
Silver Dollars. Included in the Boeing Cabinet were also a number of the large German Crowns, or 
Thalers, several of which have rarely found their way to the auction room. The Brunswick coins, in 
particular, were extensively represented in various values; and there were also quite a number of the 
early American Private issues of Gold coins. An illustrated edition of the Catalogue, with four plates by 
the artotype process, will give those collectors who were unable to secure their orders, a realising sense of 
their loss. The Catalogue, prepared by the Messrs. Chapman, numbered 1073 lots, and covered 64 
pages. We quote a few prices, but to give any fair idea of the sale would require us to reprint most of 
the Catalogue, and we must refer those who desire further information to the Priced Catalogues, which 
can now be obtained of Messrs. Chapman. 

The sale opened with three valuable pieces; the first, a gold Stater of Philip II, v. f., the second, a 
good impression of the same piece, and the third, an Octodrachm of Arsinoe, wife of Ptolemy Philadel- 
phus; these brought respectively $23, 12, and 145; many others of the gold pieces brought correspond- 
ingly excellent prices: a Medallic Double Crown of Berg-op-Zoom (Van Loon, II, p. 149, fig. 2), 7.50; a 
silver Medallion of the Peace after the Franco-Prussian war, size 54, in proof condition and very rare, 16; 
among the Brunswick pieces the ‘‘ Rebel Thaler” of Henry Julius, 1595, 5.25; the ** Lie Thaler” of the 
same, 1596, 6.75; the ** Truth Thaler,” 1597, only 2.50, an evidence perhaps that a Lie travels faster 
than the Truth; the ‘* Wasp Thaler,” 1599, 5.50; a Ten-Thaler coin of the same, 1609, 67.50, and a 
Five Thaler of Frederic Ulrich, 1614, 27; many of these Thalers were very fully described, with references 
to the detailed accounts of their history in the Fournal. From these notes it will be seen how hopeless 
a task it is to give even a fair outline in the space at our command, of these most interesting pieces, now 
so rare. Of the early gold, a Fifty Dollar piece, 1852, octagon, brought 75; most of the other issues of 
this kind, and the Bechtler pieces, sold for from ten to twenty per cent. above their face value, and a few 
at a much larger advance: a very rare gold 25 Pesos of Peru, with bust of Bolivar, 60. Among the 
Dollars, one of 1794, in excellent condition for this very rare piece, sold for 110; a brilliant proof of 
1838, Liberty seated, 13 stars, 74; and one of 1839, same type, edge plain (the only one known), 84; 
the raised die of the seal of the Treasury Department of the Confederate States, which has an interesting 
history given in the Catalogue, brought 42, and the original Confederate Cent, so called, g 25. From 
this meagre outline the interest of this sale may perhaps be judged. 


THE BENNELL COLLECTION. 


On Tuesday afternoon, Dec. 22, the collection of United States Cents, Half Cents, Medals, Foreign 
Coins, Confederate and Southern Bank Bills, etc., was sold at the rooms of Messrs. Leavitt & Co. The 
Catalogue, which contained 588 lots, and covered 22 pages, was prepared by Mr. Ed. Frossard, and this 
was his rogth Sale. We note a few prices: A ‘93 Wreath Cent, large legend, date and sprig under 
bust, vine and bars on edge, $6.75; another, small legend, cracked die, 9; do.; Liberty cap, 9, and 
another, but with break in die, v. g. and ex. r., 12.50; 1794, ‘* scarred head” so called, 11.50; same 
date, ‘‘amiable face,” sharp, 5.50; °95, thin planchet, 6.25; °96, fillet head, crooked 6, v. f., 7.10; ‘97, 
12 berries in wreath, 10.75; ‘99, legend and date very good (except 1), 13; another, legend missing, 
but date and bust bold, 10; 1801, light olive, ex. r., 17; 1804, broken die, 13.50; and another, 9; 1805, 
11.75; 1808, olive color, f. and sc., 10.50, and 12.50; 1821, 8; several of the early Half Cents also 
brought very good prices; we fear the sale was too near Christmas to secure the best prices, but on the 
whole we understand the proceeds were quite satisfactory. 





ARCHAEOLOGY. 
A GALLIC FIND IN DENMARK. 


AN antiquarian find, which will excite general interest, more especially abroad, 
has lately been made in Roevemose peat bog, near Hobro in Jutland, Aalborg Amt. 
The objects are all of silver, the principal piece being a very large basin, on which have 
been fastened plates of silver, hammered out with figures of men, women and animals. 
The basin is twenty-six Danish inches in diameter, but scarcely eight inches high. 
One or two pieces are apparently wanting: but it is hoped they will turn up when the 
moss is minutely examined. The eye-holes of the figures are now empty, but had 
evidently been filled with colored glass. One of the plates, which is nearly seventeen * 
inches long, shows warriors with helmets and other ornaments. One figure is a god 
with a wheel at his side, and on another are two elephants. A third shows a horned 
god in a sitting posture, with his legs crossed Oriental-wise. 
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All these have apparently nothing to do with Northern mythology, as was at first 
supposed. The find has reached the Danish National Museum, and it is believed that 
these pieces belong to the god-lore of the Gallic peoples. The god with the wheel, for 
instance, is the Gallic sun-god. The whole is probably the work of a Gallic artist at 
that early period when the Roman and Gallic peoples first came in contact. Allowing 
time for these things to wander so far north, the date would seem to be, as regards 
Denmark, the first century before Christ. Other things belonging to this Gallic group 
have been previously found in this country. The total weight of precious metals 
thus far exhumed is about twenty Danish pounds. 


| 
OBITUARY. 
WILLIAM ELLIOT WOODWARD. 


Mr. WILLIAM ELLiot Woopwarpb, the well known antiquarian and coin dealer, 
died at his residence in Roxbury, Mass., on Tuesday, January 5, 1892, of pneumonia; 
he had been in failing health for many months, but his death was the result of an 
acute attack of the prevailing epidemic. He was born in Oxford, Maine, November 
25, 1825, and was therefore something more than sixty-six years of age. 

When a young man he gave much attention to mnemonics, and was at one time 
often heard on the lecture platform, elucidating his favorite system. He came to 
Boston in 1848, and established himself as an apothecary on the corner of Dudley and 
Dearborn Streets, Roxbury, which soon became a favorite resort, not merely of 
those of kindred tastes and study in Numismatics and Antiquities, but of those who 
sought his advice or opinion as to the value of coins and archaeological relics; his 
reputation as an expert soon became widely known, and his correspondence was very 
extensive. This in time led him to issue his first periodical catalogues, and to begin 
that extensive business in the sale of coins at auction, which made his name familiar 
to collectors and buyers throughout the United States. More than one hundred of 
these catalogues were issued, covering some of the largest sales ever held, and files 
are preserved in many of the leading public and private libraries. 

Although suffering in his later years from a trouble which attacked his eyes, yet 
his judgment as to the genuineness and value of coins, especially where extremely 
minute differences largely affect their value, was remarkably good ; and it was rarely 
that an altered or counterfeit piece passed his inspection without discovery. 

In addition to his devotion to Numismatics, he was very familiar with the 
early history of New England, and published a number of reprints of the early Tracts 
bearing on that subject, as well as some larger books of the same character. 
Salem Witchcraft especially was a topic which he had carefully studied, and in 
connection with the late Samuel G. Drake he issued a number of volumes on its 
history,—not only reprints but transcripts of original records. We make no attempt 
to give a list of these and other kindred publications, as they have no special reference 
to Numismatics. 

At one time he was a large owner of real estate in Roxbury, but the panic 
obliged him to relinquish a very considerable portion of his holding. It was doubtless 
due to his antiquarian tastes that he once acquired the ownership of the famous 
Governor Shirley house in Roxbury, and another old landmark, the Swan house, Dor- 
chester, was also for a time in his possession. 

He was a man of great conversational power, of a keen sense of humor, and of 
extensive information, and ever ready to communicate in an entertaining manner, his 
knowledge on the subjects to which he had given so much study. If at times he 
seemed somewhat brusque or aggressive in manner, those who knew him best felt the 
kindly heart, and the genial spirit, though it might be concealed behind the words 
that a momentary impulse might evoke. Whatever the provocation, he never nursed 
a revengeful spirit, and we believe that no one regretted a satirical remark applied 
perhaps to some co-worker in his favorite pursuits, more than he did himself, when 
the ebullition had passed. He was for two years a member of the Common Council 
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of the City of Boston, and served on several important Committees. He was a mem- 
ber of Washington Lodge of Freemasons, of the Boston Numismatic Society, and of 
various other learned or scientific societies. His kindly deeds of benevolence were 
probably known to few beside the recipients, but they were frequent and unfailing, 
and the grateful appreciation of his charity by those whom he had aided, was most 
feelingly alluded to in the remarks made at his funeral by the officiating clergyman. 
He was buried on Friday, the 8th of January, from his late residence in Dun- 
reath Street. M. 


Cart Lupvic Mutter, Ph. D., Director of the Royal Cabinet of Medals, and of 
the Museum of Antiquities at Copenhagen, Denmark, died on the 6th of September 
last, at the age of eighty-two. He was appointed Inspector of the Royal Cabinet of 
Medals, by Christian VIII, himself an ardent Numismatist, in 1841. His work on the 
Money of Philip of Macedonia won him his degree of Doctor in Philosophy, and in 
1865 he was appointed Director in chief of the Danish Cabinet. He published several 
works on Numismatics, among them one on the Coins of Alexander the Great, which 
received the Prize from the French Academy ; and two years later one on the Money 
of Lysimachus, King of Thrace; he issued his principal work, The Numismatics of 
Ancient Africa, (published in quarto form in three volumes), about 1862, to which he 
added a supplementary volume in 1874. He was elected a Corresponding Member of 
the Société Royale de Numismatique de Belgique in 1863, and an Honorary Member 
in July, 1867. 


TueE late Dom Pepro p’ALCANTARA, who succeeded his father Dom Pedro I, as 
Emperor of Brazil, and was obliged to leave his capital by the Revolution of November, 
1889, which deprived him of his crown, was an earnest Numismatist. One of his last 
acts before the Revolution was to order the striking of several medals, for presentation 


to friends. his reign was of unusual length, —upwards of fifty-eight years, —and his 
empire made great advances in material prosperity during that period. He was an 
Honorary Member of the Société Royale de Numismatique de Belgique. 


LE A TL TS 
BOOK NOTICES. 

CATALOGUE (with numerous illustrations) of a collection of milled English coins, 
dating from the reign of George I. to that of her present Majesty, and including 
patterns and proofs of coins of that period, in gold, silver, bronze, etc., formed by 
H. Montagu, Esq., F. S. A. (Vice-President of the Numismatic Society of London). 
Spink & Son, 1890. 175 pp., small 4to, cloth. 

This very handsome volume is from the Graphic Press of London. The paper, 
printing, binding and engraving, are all that can be desired in point of neatness and 
general good taste, and it must be recognized as among the finest Numismatic 
publications, as well as one of the most useful, in the series it illustrates and describes. 
We think much credit is to be accorded to all concerned in its issue—author, publisher 
and printer. 

THE first number of the “ Revue Belge de Numismatique” for 1892, contains a very 
interesting study on the methods used by the Ancient Greeks in striking their coins, some 
portions of which we shall hope to translate and give to the readers of the Yourna/ in a future 
number. It was written by Mons. V. Lemaire, of Gand, and he takes the ground that the 
ancients used dies of hardened steel, not of bronze, as has been so generally believed, and 
that these dies were engraved by a lathe, with diamond-dust on the tool, and not by the slower 
process of unassisted manual labor. He advocates his theory in a bright and entertaining 
manner, and certainly makes a strong case. It covers twenty-four pages of the Revue. The 
other articles are, as is invariably the case in this excellent magazine, of high character, and 
great interest. 


ie Seite apa dietinir te thee go, ne ne cumwoes 


¥, 
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EDITORIAL. 


So many requests have reached the publishers of the Yourna sample copies,” tha 
S juests | hed the publis! f the Fournal for “ le copies,” that 


should we have complied with them, the entire edition would have been exhausted. Most of 
them are sent on postals, often without even the writer’s address; perhaps one in twenty 
encloses a two-cent stamp for postage. While it is hardly possible that many of these inquirers 
will see this note, we think it proper to say that we decline to send “sample copies,” except on 
receipt of the price of a single number, and this has been the invariable custom of the magazine 
for over twenty years. The Yvurna/ is printed solely in the interest of the science to which it 
is devoted ; — it never has been, nor is it designed to be, a “ money-making ” enterprise, and all 
the receipts above the actual cost of manufacture are devoted to providing illustrations for its 
pages. While we should be glad to increase our list of subscribers, we believe the Yournal to 
be fully worth the amount at which it is offered, and justice to its supporters forbids a gratui- 
tous circulation of “ sample numbers.” 


WE wish to acknowledge our appreciation of the kindness of Mr. John Ward Dean, the 
Editor of the New England Historical and Genealogical Register, who has favored the Yournal, 
at our request, with the Memorial of Mr. Jeremiah Colburn which begins the present number. 
Mr. Colburn was always interested in the prosperity of the Yourna/, and he deeply regretted 
the necessity of retiring from its business management, which was forced upon him by his 
failing health. Almost the last, perhaps the very last letter he wrote, was one of encourage- 
ment to its publishers. Mr. Dean’s intimate acquaintance with Mr. Colburn is of long standing, 
and we know of no one better fitted than he, to prepare the tribute to the memory of our friend 


cry. 


and associate, to whom the ¥ourna/ owes so much. 


Wiru reference to several of the pieces described by our esteemed contributor, Dr. Storer, 
in his list of “ Medicals,” it is necessary for us to remind our readers that the ¥ourna/ has 
always taken the position that pieces moulded, or cast, whether in vulcanite, gutta percha, glass, 
or similar materials, are not properly classed among coins or medals. We deviate from our rule 
in the list mentioned, to comply with Dr. Storer’s desire to make this list, to the preparation of 
which he has given so much labor, as complete as possible, even at the risk of an apparent lack 
of consistency on our part. In this we imply no criticism on Dr. Storer’s views, for we have no 
doubt he is substantially in accord with us. There are also many very interesting engraved 
pieces, not only Medicals, but Masonics and others, pertaining to series which have been 
described in our pages, which have passed under our eye, and which, were it not for this rule, 
we should gladly have included in our Lists. Engraved pieces exhibit none of the skill of the die 
cutter, and are so easily produced or copied, that while they often possess a certain value from 
historic or other reasons, they can not be regarded as medals: in fact we consider that they 
are less closely related to medals than are buttons, or many of the badges, which are so 
frequently struck from dies. 





CURRENCY. 


Hilow. “I have discovered another proof of the adage that time is money!” 
Gofer. “ Well?” 
Hilow. “We frequently spend the day.” 


Beggar—“ Please, sir, will ye lend me a dime ter git somethin’ ter eat ?” 
Gentleman—You've got a quarter in your hand now: what’s that for?” 
Beggar—“ That’s ter tip th’ waiter.” 


Jones is complaining of his Church organist, because he passed off a false note. 





